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Writers’ Conterence 


at Bread Loaf 


August 15-August 29, 1956 


THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 


THE IDEA OF A WRITERS’ CONFERENCE 


All of us at Bread Loaf are proudly aware that we are the parent 
Writers’ Conference, that Bread Loaf originated the idea of a Writers’ 
Conference and established the general principles that all other con- 
ferences have more or less followed. The Bread Loaf idea is basically 
a simple one: to bring together the best available staff of writers and 
editors and to work it mercilessly for two intensive weeks of daily and 
evening lectures, workshops, manuscript reading, and private con- 
ferences with contributors. 

An important feature of the Bread Loaf idea is the traditional 
carry-over of part of the staff from year to year. Such a core of repeating 
lecturers, refreshed yearly by new lecturers who may in turn be carried 
over, makes possible a coherence and economy of approach that would 
be lost were each year’s staff to start afresh. Because of this continuity 
there exists today a body of critical principle and of teaching method 
specifically Bread Loafian in origin whose influence can be traced 
through practically every college and review media in the United 
States. 








But for whom is a Writers’ Conference? Bread Loaf, I believe, 
serves primarily four sorts of conferees. First among them are those who 
wish to learn writing principles. Writing, of course, cannot be taught. 
It can, however, be learned, and Bread Loaf assists the learning process 
by contagious enthusiasm and by the orderly exploration of principles 
in lectures, workshops, and individual criticism. A writer prepared to 
receive stimulation cannot fail to find it at Bread Loaf if he is willing 
to profit from experienced, sympathetic, and very often adverse 
criticism. No one should come to Bread Loaf in the expectation of 
having his mediocrity flattered. A second group of writers served by 
Bread Loaf are those who are prepared to profit from sound pro- 
fessional contacts, to be “discovered,” so to speak. Editors, publishers, 
and agents regularly send representatives to Bread Loaf in the hope of 
locating publishable talent. With no suggestion that Bread Loaf can 
offer fame and fortune to all comers, we are proud of the number of 
talented writers who have come by their first publishing contracts 
as a result of Bread Loaf. A third group annually present consists of 
teachers of literature and of writing who come to Bread Loaf to hear 
writing talked about by professionals, and who take from Bread Loaf 
many a crammed notebook whose contents will become a semester’s 
or a year's lectures at schools and colleges across the country. A last 
group is made up of interested amateurs, pleasant and welcome souls, 
some of them reformed writers but all of them interested readers. They 
come to Bread Loaf for the talk, for the scenery, for the fun, and 
because Bread Loaf has learned to value them as good and intelligent 
friends. 

For all of these, the Bread Loaf staff addresses its skill, its labor, its 
patience, and—necessarily—its good humor to the job of discussing in 
depth the process of putting life and mind on paper in such a way that 
the reader receives from it a human experience. 


ope Cas 


Director 



































THE PURPOSE OF THE WRITERS’ CONFERENCE 


The Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference seeks, naturally, to educate writers, 
to help them toward professional success, to make them better able to elicit 
from themselves their own highest potential in poetry, or the short story, or 
the novel, or biography or some other “non-fiction” form. To do this it pro- 
vides them by lecture, classroom session, and private interview with the craft 
lore, the available criticism and technical wisdom in which writers and editors 
and teachers are versed by study and practice. The Conference is a very particu- 
lar kind of enterprise in adult education—no degrees or certificates, nothing 
except pooled wisdom followed by the acid test of hurdling editorial barriers 
and reaching publication. But this enterprise, embarked on with integrity 
and pursued with discipline, involves the whole spirit of man, and none of 
man’s knowledge is alien to it. A writer can come to “the mountain” con- 
cerned, or thinking himself concerned, with technique and immediate success, 
and find himself leaving with a humbled and enlarged mind toward the very 
nature of man and his fate... . 

This desire to explore and articulate demands freedom—freedom of mind, 
of which education is the first and last defense, and freedom from a good many 
of the academic restrictions appropriate to undergraduates. Only on such terms 
can Middlebury have the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, but having it 
Middlebury has a priceless possession. Along with the other summer sessions, 
the Conference has carried the name of Middlebury to Texas and Oregon and 
California and the Dakotas, to Hawaii and Japan, to Sweden and Holland. 
But perhaps the Conference has done so in a unique sense. A peculiarly 
American institution, it is also peculiarly concerned with man wherever he is 
found, for it belongs to man as man to attempt to understand and create the 


human image, and that in the end is what writing is about. 


xxx 


Excerpt from TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OF THE WRITERS’ CONFERENCE by 
Theodore Morrison, printed in the Middlebury College News Letter for November, 1955 
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Staff members of the 1956 Conference will include: 1. Rachel Mackenzie, short story writer; 
2. Leonie Adams, poet and teacher; 3. Bruce Lancaster, historical novelist; 4. Winfred van 
Atta, editor and author; 5. Merle Miller, novelist. 








THE STAFF 
Fiction Non-Fiction Poetry 


Leonie Adams, poet, teacher; Guggenheim Fellow; winner of the 

1954 Bollingen Award, sharing honors with Louise 
Bogan; instructor in the School of Professional Writing at Columbia 
University; author of Those Not Elect, High Falcon, Poems: A Selection. 


Catherine Drinker Bowen, biographer; author of Beloved Friend, 

a biography of Tchaikowsky; Free 
Artist: The Story of Anton and Nicholas Rubenstein; Yankee from Olympus, 
a biography of Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes; John Adams and the 
American Revolution. 


Bruce Lancaster, historical novelist, historian, editor; author of 
Guns of Burgoyne, For Us the Living, Bright to the 
Wanderer, Trumpet to Arms, The Scarlet Patch, No Bugles Tonight, 
Phantom Fortress, Venture in the East, The Secret Road, Guns in the Forest, 
Blind Journey, From Lexington to Liberty. 
Rachel Mackenzie, short story writer, experienced teacher of writ- 
ers; contributor of stories to Harper's, the New 
Yorker, Woman's Day, Good Housekeeping, etc. 
Merle Miller, novelist; author of Island 49, We Dropped the A- 
Bomb, That Winter, The Sure Thing, The Judges and 
the Judged, South American Adventure, A Secret Understanding. 


Fletcher Pratt, historian and biographer, article and science-fiction 
writer, whose versatile interests have led him into 
nearly every field of professional writing; author of such books as The 
Heroic Years; Ordeal by Fire; The Road to Empire; The Empire and the 
Glory: Napoleon Bonaparte; Eleven Generals; Preble’ s Boys; The Third 
King; War for the World; The Monitor and the Merrimac; Stanton, Lincoln’s 
Secretary of War; The Civil War in Pictures. 
William Sloane, novelist and editor; author of To Walk the Night, 
The Edge of Running Water, Stories for Tomorrow; 
former president of William Sloane Associates; Direct r of the Rutgers 
University Press. 

















Special Lecturers 
Robert Frost 


Louis Lyons, educator, reporter; Curator of the Nieman Fellowships 
in Journalism at Harvard, author of Our Fair City, and 
the Nieman Fellows Report. 
Winfred van Atta, editor and author of nearly one hundred short 
stories and articles published in such magazines 
as Reader’s Digest, Good Housekeeping, Cosmopolitan, Liberty, Esquire, 
Coronet, True Story, Detective Story Magazine, etc. Managing Director 
of Sears Readers Club. 


Administration 


John Ciardi, Director of the Conference, is an Associate Professor of 

English at Rutgers University, the Executive Editor of 
Twayne Publishers, Inc., and Poetry Editor ofthe Saturday Review. He 
is the editor of Mid-Century American Poets and the translator of Dante’s 
Inferno. His volumes of poetry include Other Skies, Live Another Day, 
From Time to Time, and As If. 


Paul M. Cubeta, Assistant Director ofthe Conference, is an Assistant 
Professor of English at Middlebury College. He is 
the editor of Modern Drama for Analysis. 


THE HISTORY OF BREAD LOAF 


Bread Loaf Inn was opened as a hotel in the 1860's by Joseph Battell, 
who wrote books, bred Morgan horses and kept the Morgan stallion 
register, and believed in the preservation of forests. He acquired over 
thirty thousand acres of forest lands and left this property, with the Inn, 
to Middlebury College as his residuary legatee. Most of the forest is 
now national park; the Inn is no longer a public hotel, but the living 
quarters of two of the Middlebury College Summer Schools, the Bread 
Loaf School of English in the early summer and the Writers’ Con- 
ference during the last two weeks of August. 

The Conference began in 1926 under the direction of John Farrar, 
who was succeeded in 1929 by Robert M. Gay. Theodore Morrison 
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was Director from 1932 to 1955, when John Ciardi took over the posi- 
tion. The plan owes its origin to Mr. Farrar, then editor of the Book- 
man, who founded the Writers’ Conference. Another major force in 
creating and sustaining Bread Loaf, has been Robert Frost, who has 
been with the Conference from the beginning and continues to extend 
its dimension of height and depth today. Perhaps the most tangible 
evidence of its increasing usefulness has been the extent to which, in 
recent years, publishers, visiting writers, members of the Conference 
itself, and members of the staff have oftered fellowships to Bread Loaf, 
believing that it has something to contribute to the writing of the 
future. 


LIFE AT BREAD LOAF 


Pran oF THE Day Morning sessions of the Conference begin at 

9:00 or 9:30 and continue, with brief interludes, 
until shortly before lunch. A session after lunch is customary on weck- 
days except Saturdays. An evening lecture or entertainment is cus- 





The Fellows, 1955 
Ruth Goodwin, Stefanie Blank, Clinton Seeley 
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tomary every day except Sundays, which are left free. During the 
first week, morning and afternoon sessions are largely devoted to talks 
by staff members on the technique of the main forms of writing. 
During the second week, sessions are for the most part discussions of 
manuscripts submitted by contributing members. Individual interviews 
for criticism are mainly concentrated during the second week. The 
Conference aims at a balance between work and time for recreation 
and for making acquaintance both with people and with the country. 
All attendance at sessions is, of course, purely voluntary. The schedule 
is so arranged that members can attend all of the extensive discussion 


program if they wish. 


ACCOMMODATIONS No rooms will be ready for occupancy until 
Wednesday morning, August 15. 

All rooms are completely furnished: blankets, bed linen, and towels 
are supplied. Only a small proportion of the rooms at Bread Loaf are 
single rooms. Anyone making application should be prepared to accept 
a double room as the single rooms are all chosen quite early. The 
Executive Secretary will make every effort to assure a satisfactory 
assignment. A resident nurse will be in attendance, and the well- 
equipped Porter Hospital at Middlebury is within easy reach. 


Meats Meals are served at stated hours in the dining room of the Inn, 
which is operated and staffed by Middlebury College. No 
provision can be made in the dining hall for persons who require 


special diets of any kind. 


WAITERS A few positions are open for those desiring to carn part of 

their summer expenses by waiting on table. The compensa- 
tion for this work is board and room. Application blanks may be 
obtained by writing to the Executive Secretary of the Language 


Schools. 


Snack Bar Under the direction of Robeson Bailey, a former Con- 

ference Fellow, the snack bar is planning a more ex- 
tensive use of its facilities. Late breakfasts and afternoon and evening 
snacks may be obtained for a small charge. The snack bar will offer 
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... 
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Morrison and Robert Frost chat after lunch at Bread Loaf 


short-order cooking as well as ice cream, sandwiches, hot and cold 


drinks. 


RECREATION For those who are keen about outdoor life, the Con- 

ference is ideally located at the edge of Battell Forest. 
A junction with the Long Trail—“‘a footpath in the wilderness”—which 
winds along the summit of the Green Mountains and extends from 
southern Vermont to the Canadian border, is a short hike from Bread 
Loaf. 

Softball playing fields, tennis courts, and croquet courts are available. 
There is also a golf course in Middlebury. Saddle horses are usually 
procurable at reasonable rates. Bathing beaches at Lake Dunmore, one 
of the most attractive of Vermont lakes, are twelve miles from the 
Conference. There is also swimming in the mountain streams at or 


immediately about Bread Loaf. 









































THE STAFF, 1955 
Rear: Bernard De Voto, Richard Rovere, John Ciardi, A. B. Guthrie, _ 
CENTER: Rachel Mackenzie, Fletcher Pratt, Theodore Morrison, Robert Frost, Mrs. Pratt 
Front: Mrs. Ciardi, Lincoln Barnett, Mary Moore Molony, Mrs. Morrison, May Sarton 





CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Contributors Those who wish to bring manuscripts to Bread Loaf 
for criticism by the staff should apply for admission 

as Contributors. Contributors are asked to submit, at the time of 
application, examples of the kind of writing of which they will later 
expect criticism at Bread Loaf. In general it is expected that Contribu- 
tors will submit manuscripts in only one field. The Director reserves 
the right to limit the amount of material submitted by any Contributor. 
2. Auditors Those who do not wish to submit manuscripts should 
apply for admission as Auditors. Auditors may attend all 

lectures and participate in all open discussions. They may not submit 
manuscripts for staff criticism; otherwise their privileges are in no way 


different from those of Contributors. 


ADMISSION 


Both Contributors and Auditors are subject to selection. The basis of 





Bread Loaf Library and Theatre 
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admission for Contributors will be the examples of their work they 
submit with their applications. First choice will be given to those who, 
in the judgment of a preliminary reader, show professional promise. 
But inexperienced or beginning writers will be admitted if the pre- 
liminary reader considers that they are likely to profit by the criticism 
of the staff. The basis of admission for Auditors will be any evidence 
the applicant offers of serious literary interest, such as published work 
or active concern with writing or teaching. 


APPLICATION PROCEDURE 


1. Write for an application blank to the Executive Secretary, Language 
Schools Office, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont. 


2. Return the filled-out application to Paul M. Cubeta, Assistant 
Director of the Writers’ Conference, Middlebury College, Middle- 
bury, Vermont. 


3. If you desire admission as a Contributor, forward to Mr. Cubeta 
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examples of your published or unpublished work at the same time 
that you return your application blank. As much material may be sub- 
mitted as you feel is necessary to represent fairly the range and quality 
of your work. 

All manuscripts must be clearly typewritten and will be returned 
only if accompanied by a reversible wrapper or self-addressed envelope 
and full postage or clear directions for return by express collect. A full 
and clear address should be written on all manuscripts as well as on all 
letters. Some time may pass before manuscripts can be returned, and 
it will therefore be an advantage to keep copies. The Conference 
assumes no responsibility for manuscripts lost in the mails or otherwise. 
All possible care will be taken to prevent such loss. 


4. If you desire admission as an Auditor, return your application, 
without manuscript, to Paul M. Cubeta. Take care to indicate that 
you wish admission as an Auditor. 

Applications will be accepted only from people who intend to be 
present for the whole session. No reduction of rates is offered for part- 
time attendance. 

The restrictions of space at Bread Loaf, both in classrooms and 
living-quarters, make it impossible to accommodate friends or relatives 
of members. Attendance can be permitted only to regularly enrolled 


members. 


Contributors should bring manuscripts in their hand luggage so that they 


may be submitted to the Director on registration day. 


FEES 


The administration reserves the right to make any changes without 
notice in courses, staff, living arrangements, etc. The following in- 
formation about fees should be carefully noted: 


1. For Contributors The charges for Contributors, including board, 
room, and tuition for the entire term, are from $160 to $210, 
depending on the kind of room desired or available. 


2. For Auditors The corresponding charges for Auditors are from 
$135 to ۰ 











3. A nonrefundable registration fee of $15 will be called for by the 

Executive Secretary of the Language Schools at the time the ap- 
plicant is notified that he has been accepted for membership. Rooms 
will be assigned only to those whose applications have been accepted 
and who have paid the registration fee. This fee will be credited against 
the applicant’s total charges. 


4. Make all checks payable to Middlebury College. Students are urgently 

advised to avoid delay and inconvenience by bringing all money 
in the form of money orders, express checks, or cashier’s checks on an 
accredited bank. No personal checks will be cashed at Bread Loaf 
during the second week of the Conference. 


5. Duly accepted members who have paid the registration fee will be 

considered, after arriving at Bread Loaf, to have contracted for board 
and tuition and will be required to abide by this arrangement. The 
Conference, however, reserves the right to request the withdrawal of 
any member. 





Bread Loaf Cottages 
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Robert Frost at Bread Loaf 











FELLOWSHIPS 


The Conference offers a limited number of fellowships, paying all 
regular charges at Bread Loaf, but not traveling expenses. A committee 
of the Conference staff awards the fellowships, guided by the following 
policies: 

1. Personal applications are not accepted. 


2. To be considered for a fellowship, each candidate must be nominated 

by a magazine editor, publisher, literary agent, well-known writer, 
or college teacher. Nomination may be made informally in a letter to 
Paul M. Cubeta, Assistant Director, Writers’ Conference, Middlebury 
College, Middlebury, Vermont. 


3. Generally candidates for fellowships are assumed to have published 

or to have had their manuscripts accepted for publication. But it is 
also our purpose to discover, when possible, writers who may be ex- 
pected to succeed professionally, but whose work is still in manuscript. 


4. All nominations should be in the Assistant Director’s hands by 
May 1. Supporting manuscripts or published work should reach him 
by May 15. 
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THE ROBERT FROST FELLOWSHIP IN POETRY 


The Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference is happy to announce a special 
annual Fellowship in Poetry sponsored by Henry Holt and Company, 
original publishers of Mr. Frost’s poetry. The Fellowship will be 
offered for five consecutive years beginning in 1956 and will cover 
full tuition, room, and board for the period of the Writers’ Conference. 
The Fellowship will be awarded annually to a poet of genuine promise 
to be selected jointly by the Bread Loaf staff and Henry Holt and 
Company. 


THE BERNARD DE VOTO FELLOWSHIP IN PROSE 


The Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference announces a fellowship sponsored 
by Houghton Mifflin Company in memory of the late Bernard De 
Voto. The fellowship will be offered in 1956 to a writer of promise 
in the field of non-fiction who will be selected jointly by the Bread 
Loaf staff and Houghton Mifflin Company. 


DATES 


The Conference begins with the noon meal on Wednesday, August 15. 
Registration will take place all day Wednesday, and the first formal 
meeting will be that evening. 

The Conference ends with the noon meal after the final session on 
Wednesday morning, August 29. Lunch will be served at 11:30 for the 


convenience of those planning to take an afternoon bus. 


TRANSPORTATION 


Middlebury is halfway between Burlington and Rutland, Vermont. 
Members not arriving by automobile will go via the New York Central 
to Albany, New York; or via the Boston and Maine to Bellows Falls, 
Vermont; or via the Vermont Central to Essex Junction (Burlington); 
and make bus connections on the Vermont Transit Lines to Middlebury. 
There is at present no railroad passenger service direct to Middlebury. 
Baggage should be sent by railway express. Bus schedules will be sup- 
plied upon request. There are planes to Rutland and Burlington from 
Boston via Northeast Airlines and from New York via Colonial 
Airlines. 





For members arriving and leaving by bus, taxis will be available 
for the trip between Bread Loaf and Middlebury, the cost of the taxi 


fare divided among the occupants of the cab. Baggage which arrives 


on or before August 15 will be transported free of charge from Middle- 
bury to Bread Loaf. Members traveling by bus should buy tickets for 
Middlebury, Vermont. 

















